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rates charged on goods from the British ports as existed
prior to the war. Seeing that some 90 per cent, of the
natives employed underground on the Band come from
the Portuguese possessions, it would obviously be a Cad-
mean victory to the railways of the coast Provinces if the
result of their obtaining a greater share of the traffic were
to be that half the stamps on the Band could no longer be
worked.
During the war the railways of the Transvaal and of the
Orange Biver Colony were in the hands of the military
authorities; and when the two Colonies were under Crown
Government, Lord Milner was able to amalgamate them.
Unless the railways of the inland Colonies had been united
under the Intercolonial Council, they might have found
themselves in some such situation as led to the closing of
the drifts in 1895. * So long as', we are told, * the railway
system of the Transvaal stood alone, its interests were as
diametrically opposed to those of the Orange Biver Colony
and Cape Colony as those of the Netherlands Bailway had
been. This anomalous state of affairs was the direct result
of frontiers arbitrarily ruled across the map of South Africa
between sections of one community, which corresponded to
no real political or physical lines of division. By uniting
the railways of the two Inland Colonies Lord Milner wiped
out one of those lines of division, so far as transport was
concerned, and created a new system, the traffic interests of
which were somewhat less difficult to reconcile with those
of the Cape Colony and less inseparably bound up with
those of the foreign port/
But even when the systems of the Transvaal and the
Orange Biver Colony were united, there was still the dif-
ficulty arising from the competing systems of the Trans-
vaal, the Cape Colony, and Natal. Lord Selborne affirmed
in his Memorandum that the railway system of South
Africa, although owned by States, and subject to the draw-
backs of State management, was subject to many of the
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